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ADVISING SYLLABUS 

HOW DO YOU PREPARE FOR YOUR ADVISING APPOINTMENT?

TO FACILITATE AND EXPEDITE MATTERS, COME TO THE APPOINTMENT PREPARED.  

o YOU ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO REVIEW THE PAWS SYSTEM AND TAKE THE PAWS STUDENT CENTER

TUTORIAL, IF YOU HAVE NOT YET DONE SO: HTTP://WWW.TCNJ.EDU/~IT/PAWS/STUDENTS.HTML.

o CHECK YOUR UNOFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT AND/OR THE TRANSFER CREDIT LINK TO MAKE SURE THAT ALL YOUR AP 

AND COLLEGE CREDIT COURSES ARE CORRECTLY POSTED. 

o CHECK OUT THE “WHAT IF SCENARIO” FEATURE IN PAWS (ACADEMIC RECORDS/MY COURSE

HISTORY/ACADEMICS/WHAT IF SCENARIO) IF YOU WANT TO SEE HOW THE COURSES YOU HAVE TAKEN THUS FAR

APPLY TO YOUR PROSPECTIVE MAJOR. IF YOU ARE IN A MAJOR AND ARE THINKING OF ADDING A SECOND MAJOR, OR

AN INTERDISCIPLINARY CONCENTRATION OR MINOR, YOU ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO RUN A WHAT IF 

REPORT AND OBTAIN THE REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL INTENDED PROGRAMS PRIOR TO MEETING WITH YOUR

ADVISOR. 

o PREPARE ONE OR MORE TENTATIVE SCHEDULE BY USING THE “SHOPPING CART” FEATURE. THEN BRING A

PRINTED COPY OF YOUR SHOPPING CART WITH YOU. MAKE SURE YOU CHECK PAWS PRIOR TO YOUR ONE-ON-ONE 

ADVISING APPOINTMENT TO VERIFY THAT THE COURSES YOU WANT ARE STILL OPEN. 

o CHECK OUT THE LIBERAL LEARNING APPROVED COURSES LIST TO REVIEW COURSES YOU MAY WANT TO TAKE TO 

FULFILL YOUR LIBERAL LEARNING REQUIREMENTS. 
(HTTP://WWW.TCNJ.EDU/~LIBERAL/COURSES/INDEX.HTML) 

FOR THE FIRST YEAR 

BY THE FIRST REGISTRATION IN AUGUST: 

 KNOW HOW TO READ AND USE THE COURSE SCHEDULE AND ACADEMICS FEATURES OF PAWS, SUCH AS YOUR 

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS REPORT, TRANSFER CREDIT REPORT TO VIEW YOUR SAT SCORES, AP TEST SCORES 

AND PLACEMENT TEST SCORES. 

 REGISTER FOR A GOOD LIBERAL ARTS PROGRAM OF STUDY 

 REGISTER FOR COURSES IN A MANNER THAT KEEPS OPEN SEVERAL DIFFERENT POSSIBLE MAJORS 

 KNOW THE DROP/ADD DAYS AND HOW TO DROP OR ADD A COURSE 

 KNOW THE BASIC REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION 

 IDENTIFY ONE OR TWO PLACES TO ENGAGE ON CAMPUS OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 

http://www.tcnj.edu/~it/paws/students.html
http://www.tcnj.edu/~liberal/courses/index.html
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BY PRE-REGISTRATION IN THE FALL FOR SPRING SEMESTER OF YOUR FIRST YEAR: 
 
 BE A MORE SOPHISTICATED USER OF PAWS, INCLUDING THE ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS REPORT FEATURE, 

THE WHAT-IF REPORT AND SUMMARY SHEETS FOR YOUR PROGRAM OF STUDY. CONSIDER COURSES THAT 

WILL CONSTITUTE A GOOD LIBERAL ARTS PROGRAM OF STUDY THAT KEEPS OPEN SEVERAL DIFFERENT POSSIBLE 

MAJORS 

 CONSIDER WHAT SKILLS YOU WANT TO DEVELOP FURTHER WHILE AT TCNJ AND WORK THOSE INTO YOUR NEXT 

SET OF COURSES 

 WRITE A (VERY TENTATIVE!) FOUR-YEAR PLAN, SO YOU ARE AWARE OF HOW A CHOICE OF MAJOR AFFECTS 

OTHER COURSE CHOICES AND HOW A TCNJ MAJOR MAPS OUT OVER EIGHT SEMESTERS. TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE 

“MY PLANNER” FEATURE ON PAWS.  

 CONSIDER A SEMESTER OF OFF-CAMPUS STUDY AS PART OF YOUR PLAN AND DETERMINE HOW YOU MIGHT FIT 

THAT INTO YOUR FOUR-YEAR PLAN. 

 BE ABLE TO ARTICULATE WHAT YOUR NEXT SUMMER COULD LOOK LIKE.  WHAT EXPERIENCES DO YOU WANT TO 

HAVE?  DO YOU WANT TO DO AN INTERNSHIP?  IF YOU CAN’T AFFORD AN UNPAID INTERNSHIP, WHAT CAN YOU 

DO TO GAIN EXPERIENCE THAT BUILDS ON YOUR INTERESTS 

 KNOW HOW TO LOOK UP YOUR GRADES THROUGH PAWS 

 
 
BY PRE-REGISTRATION IN THE SPRING FOR FALL SEMESTER OF 2ND YEAR: 

 
 EACH SEMESTER GET TO KNOW AT LEAST ONE FACULTY OR STAFF MEMBER WELL.  YOU SHOULD CULTIVATE THESE 

RELATIONSHIPS.  YOU’LL LEARN A LOT FROM THEM, AND THEY MAY EVENTUALLY SERVE AS REFERENCES FOR YOU. 

 CONSIDER AREAS TO EXPLORE THAT WILL HELP YOU CONTINUE TO SOLIDIFY A CHOICE OF MAJOR.   

 CONSIDER WHAT SKILLS YOU WANT TO DEVELOP FURTHER WHILE AT TCNJ AND WORK THOSE INTO YOUR NEXT 

SET OF COURSES 

 RE-WRITE YOUR FOUR-YEAR PLAN  

 CONSIDER A SEMESTER OF OFF-CAMPUS STUDY AS PART OF YOUR PLAN AND DETERMINE HOW YOU MIGHT FIT 

THAT INTO YOUR FOUR-YEAR PLAN 

 REALIZE THAT THINGS WILL CHANGE DURING YOUR SOPHOMORE YEAR; ACADEMICS, SOCIAL LIFE, 
EXTRACURRICULAR INVOLVEMENTS CAN BE VERY DIFFERENT.  STUDENTS OFTEN DON’T REALIZE HOW FAST AND 

PROFOUNDLY THINGS WILL CHANGE.  FOR EXAMPLE, ACADEMIC RIGOR WILL INCREASE, SO GET A FIRM GRASP NOW 

OF GOOD STUDY HABITS.  SIGNIFICANT DECISIONS WILL SOON BE UPON YOU, TOO: CHOOSING A MAJOR, FORMING AN 

ACADEMIC PLAN, STUDY ABROAD, INTERNSHIPS; ALL OF THESE TAKE A SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF TIME. 

 BEGIN EARNEST CONVERSATIONS ABOUT CHOOSING A MAJOR (AND OTHER “BIG” QUESTIONS), IF YOU ARE AN 

OPEN OPTION STUDENT. STUDENTS FREQUENTLY MAKE THE LEAP FROM A PARTICULAR MAJOR CHOICE TO “WHAT 

WILL I DO FOR THE REST OF MY LIFE?”, BUT MAY NOT SHARE THEIR FEAR OPENLY.  ANY CHOICE OF MAJOR ALLOWS 

PLENTY OF OPPORTUNITIES UPON GRADUATION, BUT YOU SHOULD EXPLORE THOSE BY TALKING WITH ME, OTHER 

FACULTY, AND GETTING ASSISTANCE AT THE OFFICE OF CAREER CENTER. VISIT THE OFFICE OF CAREER CENTER A 

FEW TIMES.  THIS CAN INCLUDE LEARNING ABOUT SHADOWING OPPORTUNITIES, VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCES, JOBS 

AND/OR INTERNSHIPS NEXT SUMMER.  WRITE OR UPDATE YOUR RESUME, AND LEARN HOW TO RESEARCH 

OPPORTUNITIES.  THEN APPLY! 
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FOR THE SECOND YEAR: 
 
 CONSIDER AREAS OF STUDY TO EXPLORE THAT WILL HELP YOU TO SOLIDIFY A CHOICE OF MAJOR. (CHANGE? SEE 

NOTE ABOVE)  

 CONSIDER WHAT SKILLS YOU WANT TO DEVELOP FURTHER WHILE AT TCNJ AND WORK THOSE INTO YOUR NEXT 

SET OF COURSES 

 PLAN FOR OFF-CAMPUS STUDY, IF THIS INTERESTS YOU. ATTEND AN INFORMATIONAL MEETING AND RESEARCH 

SPECIFIC PROGRAMS; APPLY BY THE MID-YEAR DEADLINE.  THE APPLICATION PROCESS IS INVOLVED AND REQUIRES 

THAT YOU PLAN FOR A MAJOR IN ADVANCE, SO ALLOW ENOUGH TIME. 

 RE-WRITE YOUR FOUR-YEAR PLAN WHILE CONSULTING WITH ME 

 THINK ABOUT THE PARTICULAR ELEMENTS THAT YOU MIGHT WANT TO INCLUDE IN A FOUR-YEAR PLAN, SUCH AS 

INCREASINGLY ADVANCED WORK IN AN AREA THAT MAY LEAD TO A SENIOR THESIS 

 WORK WITH THE STAFF AT THE OFFICE OF CAREER CENTER  AND/OR FACULTY IN YOUR MAJOR DEPARTMENT TO 

PLAN FOR AN INTERNSHIP OR RESEARCH EXPERIENCE THIS SUMMER 

 
FOR THE THIRD YEAR: 
 
 EXAMINE THE COHERENCE OF YOUR STUDIES (BOTH WITH AND WITHOUT YOUR MAJOR COURSES) AND MAKE 

ADJUSTMENTS THAT WILL BOTH CHALLENGE YOU AND HELP YOU MEET YOUR GOALS 

 CREATE A PARTNERSHIP WITH A STAFF MEMBER AT THE OFFICE OF CAREER CENTER.  REVISE YOUR RESUME AND 

LEARN TO NETWORK 

 PURSUE NEXT STEPS IN YOUR CAREER EXPLORATION SUCH AS AN INTERNSHIP OR FOCUSED WORK EXPERIENCE 

 DETERMINE WHEN YOU WILL TAKE THE GRE, LSAT, OR MCAT IF YOU THINK YOU MAY BE HEADED TO GRADUATE 

OR PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL 

 
FOR THE FOURTH YEAR: 
 
 (RE)IMAGINE YOUR LIFE AFTER YOU LEAVE TCNJ.  EXPLORE WITH WHOM YOU CAN TALK, BESIDES YOUR ADVISER, 

TO HELP YOU TO PLAN CONCRETELY FOR THIS TRANSITION 

 ENHANCE YOUR PARTNERSHIP WITH THE STAFF AT THE OFFICE OF CAREER SERVICES TO REVISE YOUR RESUME 

SPECIFICALLY, TO NETWORK, AND TO PURSUE NEXT CAREER STEPS 

 SCHEDULE TO TAKE THE GRE, LSAT, OR MCAT IF YOU ARE HEADED TO GRADUATE OR PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL 
 


